
Compare and contrast: UNESCO’s fraudulent campaign against 
the international art market launched in October 2020

Left: The image of the funerary relief as 
used in the UNESCO campaign.



Left: The real story 
behind the image –  
it has been legally in 
the collection of  
The Metropolitan 
Museum of New York 
since 1901.



Left: The image of the Moon 
Mask as used in the UNESCO 
campaign.



Left: The real story 
behind the image –  
it has been legally in 
the collection of  
The Metropolitan 
Museum of New York 
since 2015, with a 
detailed provenance 
dating back to 1954, 
giving the names 
of various owners 
through whose hands 
it passed in Paris and 
New York. It  
previously sold at 
Christie’s in April 2003.



Left: The image of the 
Buddha head as used in the 
UNESCO campaign.



Left: The real story behind 
the image – it has been 
legally in the collection of  
The Metropolitan Museum 
of New York since 1930. 
The listed provenance 
shows that it was  
excavated in Tibet or  
Turkestan during the  
1927-28 Trinkler  
expedition. It also cites 
four Met exhibitions in 
which it has since  
appeared, in 1940, 1971, 
2007 and 2012-13.



Left: The image of the  
Peruvian pottery as used in 
the UNESCO campaign.



Left: The real story 
behind the image – 
as it appears on the 
Alamy website.



Having been caught out, UNESCO substituted the images with 
two others that proved equally fraudulent

Left: The replacement African mask, described as 
looted from Abidjan following the crisis in 2010. 
The museum director has confirmed that it was not 
looted and remains in the collection.



Left: The Sumerian  
alabaster figure of a  
woman wearing polos as 
shown in the replacement 
UNESCO campaign.



Above and above right: As it appears on 
the AGE Fotostock website and in reverse 
as used by UNESCO. It also appears on 
Getty Images.

Right: Screengrab from the video at the 
re-opening of the Aleppo Museum in 2019, 
showing the figure in a display cabinet.


